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Water Your Native Plants with Rain Barrels  

 

When picking up your native plants, consider purchasing a rain barrel. We have 40 grey, upcycled, rain bar-

rels available for pick up. The 55-gallon, Food Quality High Density Poly Ethylene Barrels were previously used 

to ship pickled food overseas. The barrels have been cleaned and rinsed with rainwater and pH neutral soap, 

so you won’t have to worry about any harsh contaminants getting on your plants. They grey color is a great 

neutral color that goes well with any house. Don’t like grey, no worries, these barrels can easily be painted 

over with any color or design of your choosing! 

All barrels have a garden size hose spigot at the bottom, so you have several options on how you water your 

plants. A garden hose, landscaping tube, or a drip tube can all be attached to the barrel. The Barrels are 

equipped with an overflow fitting to allow any excess water to be diverted away from the barrel and a linking 

hose fitting so more barrels can be joined together and fill from just one downspout.  

Reasons to get a rain barrel 

Why should you get a rain barrel?  

 Stormwater is water that does not infiltrate into the ground; it flows across the ground and impervi-

ous surfaces into streams, rivers, lakes, etc. Homeowners can implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

to reduce the amount of stormwater leaving their property.  

 Installing rain barrels under downspouts is one low-cost BMP 

that can help reduce runoff. Rain barrels collect rainwater from 

rooftops during each rain event. The collected water can then be 

used around the landscape. You can use the water to water gardens 

and lawns, clean garden tools, fill fountains, extinguish campfires, etc. 

• Reduces runoff and non-point source pollution: Rain barrels will 

capture rainwater from the roof that would otherwise become 

runoff. Stormwater runoff picks up pollutants such as soil, lawn 

fertilizers, pesticides, trash, animal waste, road salts, chemicals, 

etc. and transports them to waterways. These pollutants impair waterways and can harm aquatic life and 

human health. 

• Reduces erosion and flooding: Increased amounts of stormwater runoff increases erosion and flooding. 

Capturing some of the water will reduce velocity and peak flows. 

• Saves drinking water resources and money: According to the US EPA, 30% of daily water use is used out-

doors. Using the rain barrel's stored water around the landscape saves water resources and reduces the 

amount of water          purchased from municipal sources. 

• Good water source for plants: Rainwater is healthy for plants. It is often softer than tap water and does 

not contain chlorine. 

 

SWCD OFFICE NOTICE:    Due to the nature of our work, there will be times when the staff is in the field and 

not available.  Please call the SWCD/NRCS office at (765) 544-2051, Ext. # 3 to make an appointment. 



 

 

 

Get Updates Digitally  

 

To receive the most up to date information on  

workshops, meetings, and sales consider signing 

up to our email list! Give us a call or send an email 

with your updated email.  

 

Phone: 765-544-2051 Ext 3  

Email: anna.lux@in.nacdnet.net   

                                 

  

Want to be a contract grower and add a pre-

mium to your corn/soybean acres? 

Grow with us.  

Ramsey Farms Ag. Ent.  

 Farm Drainage   

 Excavating, Waterways 

 4"-24" installation  

 GPS mapping and design 

Dave Mohr & Sons 

Drainage & Excavating 

Septic Installation & Repair 

Fence Row Removal 

Farm Drainage 

Ron L. Dixon 

Natural Resource Consultant 

          Wetland Consulting 

           Ph:(317)862-7446 

www.natural-resource-consulting.com 

Hudson Drainage Solutions, LLC 

FARM DRAINAGE  

GPS MAPPING 

SPECIALIZED TILE PLANS AND 

DESIGN 

SHELBYVILLE, INDIANA 

317-946-7774 

Advertise Here! 

Contact Cindy Scales 

Cindy.scales@in.nacdnet.net 

        (765) 544-2051, Ext.3  

Species/Mix IN Seeding Dates Dormant Seeding Dates* 

Cool Season Grasses 3/1-5/15 or 8/1-9/15 12/1-3/1 

Legumes 3/1-5/15 or 8/1-9/15 12/1-3/1 

Warm Season Grasses 4/1-6/15 12/1-4/1 

Forbs 4/1-6/15 12/1-4/1 

mailto:Cindy.scales@in.nacdnet.net


Shelby County Soil & Water Conservation District 

2779 S. 840 W. 

Manilla, IN  46150 

Phone:  (765) 544-2051, Ext. 3 

Fax:  855-391-1919 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 

orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 

(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil  Rights, 

 

 

April. 18, 2024 (Tentative) - Shelby County SWCD 
Board Mtg.  

     7:00 a.m. Shelby Co. Co-op 

April 13, 2024  - BRANCH Steering Committee 
Mtg. 

                          10:00 a.m. Shelby Co. Co-op       

April 20, 2024  - Weed Wrangle  

 Shelby County Fairgrounds  

May 4, 2024  - Rain Barrel Workshop  

 
Shelby County SWCD Board of Supervisors: 
Kaitlan Hudson – Chairman 
James K. Douglas – Vice President 
Mike Mills—Treasurer 
Matt Matney-- Supervisor 
Matt Linville– Supervisor 
Shelby County SWCD Office Staff: 
Cindy Scales - District Administrator 
Anna Lux  - Resource Specialist 
Ann Warble Haehl – Outreach Coordinator 
Ashley Pine  – District Conservationist 
Sara Peel—Project Coordinator 

Equipment for Rent 

No-Till Drill:                  

Price: $20.00/acre (5 acres min.)   

8’ Great Plains No-Till Drill                      

The no-till drill is great for plant-

ing soybeans, small grain or clover without tilling the 

ground and plants warm season grass seed. 

Strawblower: 
 

Price: $25.00/hour (two hour 

min.) 

The strawblower is great for 

mulching newly seeded areas such as lawns, grassed 

waterways, pond dams, or any area to be seeded. 

Vari-Slice Overseeder 

Price—$100/day 
 

Plant sale orders 

due April 22nd  

Upcoming Events: 

Rain Barrel  

Workshop May 4th  


